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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday - 27th March
We welcome our me mbers and supportersto the 2008 Annual General Meeting:

® Election of new Executive Committee membe rs. Please help by volunteering
to a position on the committee.

® Environment Court — Fund raising— Update on progress and plans for the
future.

¢ Other general busine ss
® Refreshments.

NSCC Offices, Glen Road, Browns Bay at 7pm

What our Experts had to Say

Whilewe waitin anticipation for a decision from the Environment Court on the fate of Long
Bay wethought it would be of interest to member stohave the opportunity toread some of
the Society’s evidence presentedto the Court.

Rev. Faleatua - Samoan Methodist minister for two south Auckland parishes that
regularly enjoy visitsto Long Bay. The salient points of his evidence were the enjoyment of
open space and freedom from being overl ooked by adjacent residents.

We particularly enjoy the open spaceavailable for groups like ours, because it allows both
the aged and the young tohold activities that we all enjoy, withoutcausing concems for
the people whowould be residing close to the beach if development was to go ahead. On
the other hand,we,and many other beach g oers ,will soon be robbed of the privacyweare
now enjoying, because we will be watched and looked upon by those in housing on the
beach fringe areas. Furthermore, we will no doubtsooner rather than later be faced with
noise and access restrictions, just toname acouple right now.

We fear thatany disregard of the people’s voice may not only alienate the people of Long
Bay itself, but it will also force many indwiduals and groups like ours who have been
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CONVENOR’S REPORT

Passionate People Needed!
Dear Members,

It looks like this will be yet an other exciting and busy year for the Society. The Judge
has nat yet released his decision on Long Bay but when he does we have been
informed that the Court will be releasing an interim decision. This means the Judge
will determinea con cept for the area and then the parties will need towark togeth er
tomake the plan work. The Executive has been shaping our post-Court strategy for

Long Bay which will include the possibility ofland purchase.

Sadly the end of the year brings the news that Linda Nunn and Kurt Mar quart will be
resigning from their positions as fund raising coordinator and executive member.
They have both warked tirelessly for the Society and on behalf of the Executive I
wauld like to thank them for bath their important contributions. Linda has been the
force behind the immense fundraising effort needed to cover our court costs. Kurt has
looked after website and newsletter as well as helping with the court case. Bath have
been pulled away from the Society by other demands but, I am happy to say, they are

both willing tocontinuetoh elp the Society, butin a m arel ow-key manner!

So, with the AGM coming up we are looking for passionate people to join our
Executive Committee and I implore members tolodk around them and in the mirrar
for possible nominees. We need as much help as possible soif you feel thatyou can
help us in any way or know of someone whowould be ideal please come to our AGM

on 27 March.

Looking forward to a fantastic year!

Fiona McLaughlin Convener
stories@xtra.co.nz

2008 SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS

Memberships are now due for the 2008 year.

________________________________________________ DY
2008 SUSCRIPTION RENEWAL LONG BAY - OKURA GRFATi’fRK SOCIETY
AND MEMB ERSHIP FORM POBOX35348, BROWNSBAY
Mr, Mrs, Ms First Name(s)
Address:
Suburb: Phone: Mob:
E-mail: Fax:
ANNUALSUBSCRIPTION 2007 $10 PER MEMBER x () $
DONATION: $
TOTAL $

Please mail to above address enclosing payment. We will forward a receipt with your next newsletter.
If you have alreadypaid please pass this on to a friend.



...continued from page 1.

enjoying the use of such a resource, to abandon it all together. We don’t want to see such
developments to proceed unhindered, widening the gap between the privileged and the under-
privileged, or the have and the have-nots,,particularly in this partof Auckland.

Dianne Gatward Well known Great Park Executive member ,teacher for 26years at Long Bay
College and widow of our former Convenor, David Gatward. Dianne’s evidence highlighted the

spiritual quality of the Long Bay experience andthe importance of retaining the green backdrop
tothe Regional Park.

For 30 years I have been blessed to live near Long Bay Regional Park. I use the term blessed
deliberately. Knowing that the park exists ,with its magnificentvisual backdrop of green hills,
with its expansive views of the Hauraki Gulf, with its cliffs and walks, with its precious bays,
secluded and peaceful, just knowing that all these natural features are available to us all,so
close to a thriving metrop olis,makes one feel blessed.

Isincerely request the Court to do every thing in its power to protectandpreserve this treasured
area for the future. Once the Park’s trulyunique setting is destroyed it is lost forever.

Teresa Grant - Okuraresident and Director of MERC. Teresa focused on the i mportance of the
Regional Park and Marine Reserveto MER Candits clients who are mainly children.

At the moment MERC is successfully managed to provide young New Zealanders with an
opportunity to experience a unique ‘Urban outdoor pursuit” camp in the park surroundings.
This gives the feeling of being outin the natural environment. The children’s’ experience of the
Park would be diminished considerably if itwas overshadowed by h ousing .

Many children who come to MERC have never been swimming in the sea before. Visiting Long
Bay Marine reserve and park where the land and water are natural, clean and safe provides
the opportunity ofa lifetime to many of them . Many children haveexpressedconcem about the
fate of Long Bay. A local primary school submitted pictures of the park to us; they featured
green rolling hills and the sea full of marine life. This is how ourchildren would bke Long Bay
tostay.

Peter Matthews - NZ born researcherin ethnobotany andprehistory at the N ational Museum
of Ethnology. Osaka,Japan. In hisevidence Peter, along time member ofthe Society ,highlighted
the social, culturd , environmental and amenity values of the area for families spanning many
generations. He drew extensively on his childhood experiences at his family bach built by his
grandparents at Iong Bay inthe 1920s.

I believe that the current Structure Han will seriously compromise economic and social
developmentoptions for North Shore City.

FUNDRAISING BOOK SALE
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BOOK ORDER FORM TWENTY-FIVE SUMMERS
TWENTY-FIVE SUMMERS LONG BAY - OKURA GREAT PARK SOCIETY
by Robyn Roper POBOX35348, BROWNSBAY

See details at: www.LongBayPark.org/book/

Name: Date

Shipping address:

Phone: E-mail:

NUMBER OFBOOKS ~— ____ x $25" perbook $
DONATION: $
*Price includes GST and shipping within New Zealand. TOTAL $

Please attach cheque and mail to above address.




FUNDRAISING MOVIE

he third film version of Somerset
Maughm's 1925 novel--directed
by John Curran.

love story set in the 1920s about a

young English couple--a conser-
vative doctor and a restless society
girl--who marry hastily, relocate to
Hong Kong. There they betray each
__other easily, and find an unexpected
~ chance at redemption and happiness
while on a deadly journey into the
heart of ancient China.

Sunday 20th April at 6pm
Bridgeway Cinema, Queen Street, Northcote

$15 tickets available from Jennifer on 473-6847
Please send your cheques to PO Box 35-348 Browns Bay, with a stamped
and addressed envelope. Your tickets will be posted to you.
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I strongly urge the Court to consider the above statement as a combination of
personal and professional views. Although my personal attachments to the area may
be stronger than those of many people, my experiences of living, working and
travelling in other parts of the world convince me that the Iong Bay Park area
deserves the highest possible level ofprotection, restoration, and appreciation. Itis
truly unique in its setting, and its amenity and ecological values, and can only
become increasingly rare unless a sufficient bufferarea is preserved to protect it.

Bernard Stanley — Deputy Convenor of the Society andlocal resident. Bernard’s
submission highlighted the importance of the Awaruku ridge as an iconic landform
andfocal point of the archaeological and historical heritage of the area andthat it was

of great physica andspiritual value.

Colonial occupation commenced in the early 19th century with kauni logging and
gum digging followed by land clearance for farming . The nationally significant ditch
and bank fence from that era defining the Pannill farm isstill visible over much of the
ridge and the adjacent Vaughan flats. The green fields of the flats and Awaruku
slopes provide the lving context for the his toric Vaughanhomes tead. The World War
II gun emplacements and trenches constitute a third human component of this
his toric overlay . Thespirits of the pastare palpable as one wanders through the area.

But it is this iconic treasure of landform and history that is under greatest threat
from the proposed urban development. With 12metres - a quarter of its height -
scalped off to fill and stabilise a geotechnically dynamic landscape, to create level
building platforms for intensive housing, commercial premises and infrastructure,
the magnificent natural landform of the Awaruku Ridge will be reduced to an
amorphous hump - just another anonymous urban location in North Shore City
bearing down on the rural tranquillity of the Regional Park. 3
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Convenor Fioma MclLaughlin (09-473-3779)
Deputy Convenor Bernard Stanley  (09-473-8630)
Secretary Chris MacDomald (09473-8004)
Treasurer Barry Tripp
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